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Aloha,

Malama Hule'ia is a communitybased project that aims to eradicate alien and invasive
red mangrove from the Hule'ia River and to restore areas cleared of the mangrove with
native Hawaiian plants. This project recognizes that the Hule'ia River is an important
community resource providing natural, recreational, cultural and economic benefits to
the people of Kaua'i, as well as to visitors. However, because red mangrove has
completely overgrown the banks of the river and surrounding areas, including the whole
'Alekoko Fishpond, many of the river's benefits have been diminished. Natural wildlife
habitats have been altered or destroyed. The water is slow moving and foul smelling in
many areas. Views of the surrounding scenery are blocked. Important cultural assets
like the'Alekoko Fishpond is being impacted. Therefore, the work of Malama Hule'ia is
veryworthwhile and much needed in our community.

The County of Kauai, Department of Parks and Recreation, and Department of Public
Works has been assisting Malama Hule'ia with disposal of mangrove waste from the
project's demonstration site next to the County Niumalu Beach Park. Our Department
of Planning has given Malama Hule'ia's demonstration project phase a Special
Management Area Exemption.

The County of Kauai, Office of the Mayor, supports Malama Hule'ia's long term project
goal of restoring the entire Hule'ia River from the red mangrove invasion. We are
committed to serving as a partner in this effort and will continue to make available
necessary resources, within our authority, to see the ultimate goal reached.
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